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SUB J : WCRP VESSEL ACTIVITIES 

REF: A. SINGAPORE 0685; B. SINGAPORE 0524 

1 . WCRP SECGEN HOMER JACK HAS INFORMED CONSOFF HE USED OCCASION 
OF DEPARTURE OF THICH NHAT HAN AS JUSTIFICATION TO DISMISS 

HIM AND HIS ASSOCIATE CAO NGOC THUONG. HOWEVER, HE ASSERTS 
SISTER CAO IS STILL WORKING TO SUBVERT HIS EFFORTS AND TAKE 
REFUGEES TO AUSTRALIA. JACK BELIEVES CAO IS CURRENTLY ABOARD 
THE LEAP DAL. SINCE JACK WAS UNCERTAIN HOW MUCH HE COULD TRUST 
OWNERS OF LEAP DAL AND ROLAND TO COOPERATE WITH HIM RATHER 
THAN HIS FORMER ASSOCIATES, HE REQUESTED EMBASSY MEET WITH OWNERS 
AND EMPHASIZE IMPORTANCE USG PLACES ON THE OWNERS' COOPERATION 
WITH JACK AND THE UNHCR. SINCE THE OWNER OF THE ROLAND, 
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RICHARD PASCOE, IS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN AND THE OWNER OF THE LEAP 
DAL, THAI PHUOC, HAS U.S. PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIEN STATUS, 

DCM AGREED TO MEET WITH THEM. IN SEPARATE MEETINGS ON FEBRUARY 
24, DCM URGED THEM TO BE PATIENT AND COOPERATE WITH HOMER JACK 
AND UNHCR TO EXTENT POSSIBLE. 

2. THAI PHUOC REPORTED LEAP DAL IS PRESENTLY EAST OF SINGAPORE 
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IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS OFF JOHORE. THAI PLANNED TO BOARD THE 
SHIP ON FEB. 25 TO OBTAIN A LIST OF THE REFUGEES FOR UNHCR. 

HE INDICATED THERE ARE NOW SOME 250 REFUGEES ABOARD THE LEAP 
DAL, AND THAT MAJORITY CAME FROM REFUGEE CAMPS IN THAILAND. 
ACCORDING TO THAI PHUOC, LEAP DAL IS INSUFFICIENTLY SEAWORTHY 
TO UNDERTAKE A VOYAGE TO AUSTRALIA OR GUAM. TELCON WITH JACK 
REVEALED HE INTENDS TO ACCOMPANY THAI PHUOC ON VISIT TO SHIP 
TO VERIFY REPORT THAT CAO IS ABOARD AND TO ASSESS MORALE OF 
REFUGEES WHICH IS REPORTEDLY DETERIORATING. THAI PHUOC RESPONDED 
POSITIVELY TO DCM'S REQUEST THAT HE COOPERATE WITH HOMER JACK 
AND UNHCR. BUT SEEMED APPREHENSIVE ABOUT THE MORALE OF THE 
REFUGEES. HE INDICATED THAT ANY EFFORT TO MOVE THE REFUGEES 
BACK TO THAILAND REFUGEE CAMPS WOULD BE STRONGLY RESISTED 
BY THE REFUGEES AND WOULD BE OUT OF THE QUESTION. 

3. IN SEPARATE MEETING PASCOE REPORTED THAT ROLAND IS NOW IN 
MALACCA. HE SAID THAT SHIP WAS WELL PROVISIONED WITH FOOD 
AND NOW HAS A FUEL BARGE, GIVING IT THE CAPACITY TO GO AS 
FAR AS HAWAII. HE SAID THERE WERE ABOUT 300 REFUGEES ABOARD 
THE SHIP, OF WHICH 200 HAD BEEN IN CAMPS IN MALAYSIA AND ANOTHER 
100 HAD BEEN PICKED UP AT SEA. PASCOE NOTED A LOT OF UNREST 
AMONG THE ROLAND REFUGEES, WHO WERE ORIGINALLY PROMISED BY 
ASSOCIATES OF THICH NHAT HAN THAT THEY WOULD GO TO AUSTRALIA. 

THE CREW IS VERY SMALL, AND HE FEARS A MUTINY IF THE REFUGEES 
ARE TOLD THEY MUST RETURN TO A CAMP. MOREOVER, THE REFUGEES 
HAVE SUFFICIENT EXPERTISE AMONG THEIR NUMBERS TO SAIL THE VESSEL 
TO AUSTRALIA OR GUAM. FORTUNATELY, THE TENSION WAS LOWERED 
SOMEWHAT IN MALACCA BY THE DEPARTURE OF 15 REFUGEES ACCEPTED 
BY AUSTRIA. PASCOE ASSERTS HE INTENDS TO WORK WITH JACK, BUT 
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ADDED THAT IF THE REFUGEES DEMAND TO LEAVE MALACCA THE CREW 
MAY BE INCAPABLE OF RESISTING THEIR DEMANDS. HE STRONGLY 
IMPLIED THAT IN THE CRUNCH HE WOULD HAVE TO ACCEPT THE JUDGMENT 
OF THE MASTER OF THE VESSEL. HE BELIEVED ONWARD MOVEMENT OF 
ADDITIONAL REFUGEES COULD HELP DEFUSE THE SITUATION. UNHCR REP 
IS TO VISIT ROLAND ON FEB. 25, AND JACK'S WIFE, CURRENTLY IN 
MALACCA, IS TO BE ON HAND TO ASSESS SITUATION ON BOARD VESSEL. 

4. CONOFF SUBSEQUENTLY CONTACTED JACK TO REPORT MEETINGS WITH 
SHIP OWNERS. JACK WAS APPRECIATIVE OF EMBASSY EFFORT, AND ALTHOUGH 
LINGERING FEARS OF INTRIGUE BETWEEN OWNERS AND ASSOCIATES 

OF THICH NHAT HAN REMAINED, HIS PERTUBATIONS WERE SOMEWHAT 
ASSUAGED. WHEN JACK RECEIVES THE REFUGEE LIST FROM THE LEAP 
DAL, HE INTENDS TO APPROACH GOM IN ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE FOR LEAP 
DAL TO GO TO KUANTAN AS WAS PREVIOUSLY DONE WITH ROLAND. FACT 
THAT MOST REFUGEES CAME FROM THAILAND WILL UNDOUBTEDLY COMPLICATE 
SUCH EFFORTS. JACK ALSO INTENDS TO HAVE ROLAND PROCEED TO KUANTAN 
AS ORIGINALLY PLANNED (REFTEL B). HOWEVER, FROM PASCOE S COMMENTS 
REFUGEES WILL BE SERIOUSLY UPSET IF SHIP PURSUES A NORTHERLY 
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COURSE IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA, FEARING THAT THIS MIGHT INVOLVE 
A RETURN TO THE REFUGEE CAMPS OR EVEN WORSE, A RETURN TO VIETNAM. 

PASCOE INDICATED THAT THE 100 REFUGEES ON THE ROLAND WHO HAD 
BEEN PICKED UP AT SEA MIGHT BE MORE WILLING TO BE MOVED TO A 
REFUGEE CAMP IN MALAYSIA. HOLDRIDGE 
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